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One area where the Board has little or no spending
control is in non-discretionary, or mandatory,
increases, which this year total $26,435. These involve
assessments and contractual obligations, including the
Berkshire County Retirement assessment ($19,678), the
veterans benefit fund ($2,000) and the police chief’s
contract ($3,000).

March 19: After approving the minutes from
February 22, February 26 and March 5 meetings,
the Board, with all three members present, voted to
appoint Courtney Turner to
the Zoning Board of Appeals
(ZBA). As previously reported,
Mr. Turner had indicated in a
letter his interest in serving on
the ZBA, which met today and
recommended to the selectmen
that he be appointed. In addition,
the selectmen designated Mr.

Turner, Jack Bellinger, and
Sharon Fleck as members of
the ZBA and Dan Litchfeld

and Helen Liveten as associate
members, in accordance with the
Town bylaws.

The Board reviewed the proposed capital budget for
the 2019 fiscal year. Four items totaling $701,000 have
been requested, all by the Highway Department. They
include a medium truck at an estimated $115,000 to
replace a Ford F550 truck that’s scheduled to be retired;
a road grader at $325,000, $183,000 for road projects and
finally, a request to pave the highway department garage
area for an estimated $75,000. Broadband is also on the
list, but according to Town Administrator Enoch, it’s too
soon to assign an amount to it, and “besides that’s likely
to be a borrowing,” she said.

Ms. Enoch alsonoted that the Town has nearly $733,000
in certified free cash and $557,000 in stabilization funds
that could be used to fund capital items, but as she
reminded the Board, it's Town financial policy to reserve
an amount equal to five percent of the town’s current
revenues, or $564,000, against a revenue shortfall, leaving
$725,000 available for use.

In a separate but related discussion, Ms. Enoch said
that while the library building is compliant with the
Americans with Disabilities Act, the library doors,
according to Librarian Deb O’Brien, are not. Instead,
they need to be able to be opened with the push of a
button. So Ms. O'Brien is working on getting a quote
and believes it will be under the $10,000 threshold for a
capital expense. Instead it’s likely to show up as a separate
line item on the library budget.

The Board then scheduled a joint working session with
the Finance Committee for next week to review the FY19

The Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission is conducting
two surveys: One is on the
willingness of towns to share
services and personnel. The other is
to collect detailed data on the use of
Chapter 90 funds for road repair —
a source of frustration for
most highway superintendents

budget including the capital items.

Under Town Administrator updates, Ms. Enoch said
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (BRPC),
which in her words “is committed to getting towns to work
on bigger issues with other towns,” has two county-wide
surveys in the works. One is on the regionalization of
shared services and seeks to determine “where the needs
are and what's the willingness on the part of county
towns to share services and personnel,” which she will
work on with Mr. Yohalem on behalf of the Town.

The other concerns the state’s
Chapter 90 road repair funding,
which as she noted is a source of
trustration for towns throughout
the county. She said the goal here
is to collect very detailed data on
what the Chapter 90 money is
used for, what kind of projects it
funds, and how much is needed.
She said, “I think it’s well worth
putting in time on this one, and
taking advantage of BRPC'’s effort
to consolidate all of our opinions
into making a statement.” She
said she’ll work with Highway
Superintendent Loring on it but would welcome the
selectmen’s input.

Under selectmen’s updates, Ms. White reported on last
week’s Southern Berkshire Regional School Committee
meeting and its decision to rescind its earlier votes to
close the Monterey and Egremont schools. She said
the reason for this, in her view, was an effort on the
Committee’s part to avoid “a free-for-all” on the budget
this year, with towns rejecting it because of the school
closure votes. The Committee then voted to approve

the district budget at $16,690,000, which is a 1.98

percent increase over last year. -
Peter Schuyten
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citizens can petition their boards of selectmen for a
special town meeting. An article for the warrant and a
petition signed by 200 registered voters or 10 percent of
registered voters, whichever is less, must be submitted
to the town clerk. Once the special town meeting is
scheduled, others may add articles to the warrant with
a petition signed by either 100 registered voters or 10
percent of registered voters, whichever is less.

The group is adamant that the petition for the
moratorium is not about banning marijuana. They all
supported legalization; however, they strongly believe
if marijuana is to be grown, manufactured, or sold in
a town, the town should have a plan and that bylaws
are the way to do that. “It wasn’t about my agenda. I
am not anti-marijuana,” Ms. Schreiber said. “I wanted
all of us to have a vote on the issue, that everyone in
town, who wanted to, could actually vote. We can all
disagree on lots of different things, but on this issue
many people in town came together and agreed we
need to plan.”

Doug Trumbull shared, “When we applied for our
special permit, we had to provide detailed drawings —
complete engineering plans had to be included with
our application. I don’t understand how the town ac-
cepted the Oasis application without those details.
There’s nothing about light manufacturing or indus-
trial businesses covered in the town bylaws, and I
think the town needs to really look at this. We need
to separate the cannabis issue from the issue of a large
manufacturing facility. *

Ms. Schreiber and Ms. Mummert working with the
Trumballs pulled their resources together quickly and
the Concerned Citizens of New Marlborough was
born. They wanted people to decide on their own
it a moratorium was to the town’s advantage and if
so, sign the petition to hold a special town meeting
where a vote would occur. Ms. Schreiber, although
not a lawyer, called other small towns and found
help creating the article to address a moratorium that
needed to accompany the petition.

The group scheduled three two-hour informational
meetings on February 24, 25, and 26 at the New Marl-
borough Meeting House. Through emails, phone calls,
and visiting local establishments to get the word out,
the group shared packets of information and answered
questions while standing ready with their clipboards
supporting pages of the petition.

As word of the petition spread, the group heard from
people who couldn’t make it to the Meeting House.
Volunteers from town stepped up and took clipboards
to their neighbors’ homes. “We went door to door, even
at night,” Ms. Mummert stated during an interview at
the Southfield Store. “We visited people in their kitch-

ens and living rooms and they told us their stories.”

Ms. Mummert went on to share that people had
misconceptions about what a moratorium would do.
“They thought it would stop people from growing
plants in their backyard and they didn’t agree with
that. People were adamant they wanted their rights.
We showed them information about the Oasis Cam-
pus application and showed them the proposed map.
They were surprised and asked, ‘“This? [n our town?”
Then they signed their name and said they were glad
we told them.”

Some people stated firmly they wouldn’t sign the
petition but were asked to just take the information
with them and call if they had any questions. Several
returned and signed. “We told people that without
protective laws we actually lose our freedoms. It’s a
free-for-all, then, for companies. Protective bylaws give
you freedom, if done correctly,” said Ms. Mummert.

Their goal was to provide information about the
current Qasis application and the implications of
manufacturing businesses moving into town without
the protection of bylaws. They hoped to hold a special
town meeting before the April 1 deadline when the
state began accepting applications.

It was a goal they believed could be achieved. And
they did achieve it, for the most part; 262 voters signed
the petition, which was then presented to the town
clerk on Monday, February 26. With the clock ticking,
the group learned that due to legal requirements
(ratifying signatures, committee meetings, public
postings, and a required public hearing) the date of
the meeting would need to be pushed further out.

The Planning Board scheduled the Public Hearing
on the moratorium for Wednesday, April 11, 2018
at 6:00 p.m. The Board of Selectman scheduled the
Special Town Meeting for Friday, April 13, 2018 at
7:00 p.m., at which time two-thirds vote of the town
meeting must approve the moratorium in order for it
to pass.

When asked if there was a plan if the moratorium
tails, Julia Trumbull responded, “Well, I believe in
consensus, and the town has a voice. There are the
individual voices and then the one voice of the entire
town. My feelings are, if it doesn’t pass, then we have
to deal with it. As unfortunate as I think that would
be, and as unprepared as | believe we are to manage
this, we would have to deal with it.”

Ms. Trumbull continued, “I found this to be a
rewarding experience, to see people from all walks of life
responding and having a passion for our town. I love it,
and it reinforces the feeling of caring in our town — the
sense of community.” 2
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Police Department (selected entries)
Feb 2

Feh. 3

Feb. 4

Feb.

5

Feb 8

Feb 10

Feh.

Feh.

Feh.

Feb.

Feh.

Feb.

Feh.

Feb.
Feh.

11

14

16

17

18

19

20
21

12:38 a.m.

5:05 a.m.

7:25 a.m.

9:25 a.m.

4:41 p.m.

3:46 p.m.

12:00 a.m.

8:25 a.m.

6:50 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

4:48 a.m.
5:10 p.m.
744 p.m.
2:40 p.m.

1:12 p.m.

11:55 p.m.

8:22 a.m.

10:29 a.m.

4:22 p.m.

2:35 pm.
1:20 p.m.
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Highway Department advised of icy
road conditions town-wide.

The highway superintendent reports
that a tractor-trailer has slid cross-wise
blocking Adsit Crosby Road.

The driver of a propane truck reports
that his vehicle has slid off Hartsville
Mill River Road.

Tree down on Rhoades and Bailey
Road.

A motorist reports cows loose on Nor-
folk Road.

Department receives a call that a
blown transformer has knocked out
electrical power to a Sisson Hill Road
residence.

A vehicle slides off Canaan Valley
Road.

A report from a County Road resident
that she thinks there is a skunk in
her attic is referred to the animal
control officer and Berkshire Wildlife
Solutions.

A Clayton Mill River Road resident,
having locked himself out of his car,
asks for assistance.

A pick-up truck owner reports that his
truck, parked at the Town Hall, was
damaged when it was struck by anoth-
er vehicle, whose operator drove off
apparently unaware of the collision.

A driver runs into a snowbank on New
Marlborough Hill Road.

A resident reports a tree down on
Campbell Falls Road.

Caller reports a chainsaw stolen from a
Clayton Mill River Road property.

A resident reports that her license
plates have been stolen from her car.
A Lawrence Avenue resident alerts
the Department to a scam hack that
has compromised her computer.

The Highway superintendent is ad-
vised that town roads have become
snowy and icy.

Car overturned on an embankment
on Adsit Crosby Road.

Cow loose on Brewer Branch Road.
Two dogs, without collars or tags,
reported running loose near Stone
Manor Drive.

Tree on wires on East Hill Road.
Connecticut State Police request assist-

Feb. 25 1:48 p.m.

Feb. 27 4:25 p.m.

Feb. 28 11:07 a.m.

ance with information on a Southfield
resident whose car has been aban-
doned on the lawn of a Connecticut
home.

Following a complaint from a South-
field village resident, a car is removed
from its parking place near the inter-
section of Norfolk and East Hill Roads.
Animal Control Officer is contacted
after two dogs are reported running
loose near the Old Inn on the Green.
After determining that the ACO is
unavailable, officer transports dogs to a
kennel.

Alerted by a panic alarm, an officer is

dispatched to New Marlborough Cen-
tral School.

Graham Frank, Chief of Police

Fire and Rescue

Feb.3 12:31 p.m.
Feb. 3 6:09 p.m.
Feb. 7 1:58 p.m.
Feb. 8 5:13 p.m.
Feb. 10 1:13 p.m.
Feb. 16 10:47 a.m.
Feb. 17 12:00 p.m.
Feb. 17 4:26 p.m.
Feb. 18 11:18 p.m.
Feb. 21 10:31 a.m.
Feb. 21 2:32 p.m.

Hartsville New Marlborough Road
Medical Call

Mill River Great Barrington Road
Medical Call

Hadsell Street Fire Alarm
Downs Road Fire Alarm

Norfolk Road Fire Alarm

Stone Manor Drive Medical Call

Mutual Aid to Great Barrington
Medical Call

Hotchkiss Road Medical Call
Mill River Great Barrington Road
MVA

Mill River Great Barrington Road
Medical Call

Mutual Aid to Great Barrington
Medical Call

Fire Company President David Smith

(413) 528-4423

Barnbrook

FAX (413) 528-4727

Mary White
Broker Owner

www.BarnbrookRealty.com

271 Main Street
Great Barrington MA 01230

Mary@BarnbrookRealty.com






















