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The following article on Southfield is the final installment of John Sisson’s series of village cameos, written in 2000, the first
year of the New Marlborough 5 Village News’ existence. We are also including a sidebar story on the Turner and Cook
whip shop from that same issue. Naturally, changes in the village, and to what is now called simply The Whip Shop, have
transpired over the last nineteen vyears, and we attempt to bring these stories up to date with addenda.

SOoUTH NEW M ARLBOROUGH

Or, How a Break-Away Parish with an Unwieldy Name Became, Simply, Southfield
By John D. Sisson

A panoramic view of Southfield, most likely taken in the late 1800's. The Baptist church is visible just left of center, and the spire of the
Congregational church stands to the right of center. Note the lack of trees on East Hill, and what appear to be grazing pastures.

he role the church played in the lives of the earliest settlers was extremely important and largely positive, but
it could also become the cause of dissent. In most cases, the dissent was the result of the autocratic policies of
the church leaders. Another frequent source of friction was the distance parishioners had to travel to attend Sunday
meetings. In the case of New Marlborough, seeds of dissent were planted when the first Congregational church was
established in 1741. The site was chosen almost before the first settlers arrived in what was then Township Number
Two. Halt a century later, the congregation had outgrown its first meeting house,

INSIDE: and when, in 1793, a committee was established to oversee the erection of a new
N 4 | building, the only site they considered was the one on which the original building
e ¢ | stood (and where the present New Marlborough Meeting House now stands).
Planning Board Business ...... 10 [t didn't take long before a group of stalwart church members from southern
Broadband Update................ 13 | New Marlborough decided to build their own meeting house. They organized
Neighbors...........ooo........ 16 | OD April 25, 1794, and were soon driving their ox-drawn sledges through New
Wildlife Neighbors................ 17 | Marlborough to collect rock from Dry Hill for the foundation of their new South
Recipe of the Month............ 19 | New Marlborough meeting house. Then, as if to bless this decision, the General
The Log eeveeeeeeeveeeeen 20 | Court of Massachusetts divided the Town into two parts of nearly equal size,
Harvesting Deer.................... 22 | decreeing that “the southerly part should be set off as a separate parish, to be called
Victoria Aldam....................... 24 | the South Parish in New Marlborough.” An examination of a map will show that
School News........................ 25 | today’s Southfield is indeed almost exactly in the geographic center of the Town.
Library........ccccoeeeveeciceeacnen. 26 While the church played a major role in establishing this village, it took the

continued on page 2






New Marlborough 5 Village News February 2019 3

e L

. LM
A view from East Hill Road, with the Baptist church in the distance and a very impressive
horseless carriage on the right.
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Right: The bridge that crosses the Umpachene River at the north end of Southfield. Back in those - ? T e e
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horse and buggy days it was a single lane bridge. Come to think of it, it still is! —
rawhide whip and mallet manufacturing
plant (see accompanying article on page
4) into a unique series of antique shops,
all under one roof. Visitors from far and
near are drawn to the quintessential
New England village to enjoy its
picturesque setting, sample its wares,
and maybe sit awhile on the porch of
the general store, drinking coffee and
reading the paper.

Back in the early 1900s, Southheld
was described as being “spic and span...
neat and clean looking.” It still is. These
days the old parish meeting house,
whose founding members were “so spir-
ited...that they were in the woods to

gather timber for the church in less than
twenty-four hours after resolving to build,”
is undergoing a major renovation. The
project is just one example of the continu-
ing vitality of a community founded by
energetic, independent-minded people. [

Addendum: Of the points of interest men-
tioned in John Sisson’s article, one of them,
Tipping Rock, is on private land and not
accessible to the geneval public, but the
beautiful “old parish meeting house,”
welcomes one and all, and, under the
guidance of Robert Olsen, is now the reinvig-
orated United Church of New Marlborough.
The church, with its pristinely beautiful
interior, offers not only the opportunity to
join in worship, but also provides a space for
high quality musical performances.

Joseph and Lucy Leffingwell at
Campbell Falls in the 1940s.
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Recess at the Southfield school in 1915 . The building, across the
road form the church, is now the home of Michael and Patricia

Brady. The Southfield Store, circa 1940.
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Town Business
Is Your Business

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

JEIIILIHI‘Y 2: Because of the New Year’s l
holiday, the Board, with all three members

present, convened its first meeting of the year

at 8:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 2, with the first
order of business being the approval of the December 17
minutes from the final meeting of last year.

In an update on the latest broadband developments,
Town Administrator Mari Enoch reported the Town
has finally received a check for $100 from Charter
Communications covering its Form 100 filing fee.
This completes Charter’s cable franchise application.
As previously reported, the Form 100 specihes the cable-
related services Charter will be providing to the Town.

This sets the stage for a public hearing where Charter
can elaborate on its proposed offerings and answer
questions from residents. That hearing is set for Friday,
January 11, at 7:00 p.m., with a snow date the following
day, Saturday, at noon. Ms. Enoch said the hearing has
been advertised twice, as required, in the Berkshire Eagle,
and that a notice of the hearing has been posted on the
Town website and will soon go out on the Town’s News
and Notices service.

Ms. Enoch also updated the Board on the Building
Department’s transition, following the retirement on
December 31 of Building Inspector Tom Carmody.
She said Owen Wright, the Town’s conditional local
building inspector, has not yet achieved the state
certification he needs to be appointed Provisional
Building Commissioner. What this means, with Mr.
Carmody’s departure, is there'’s no one in the department
who can sign off on a Certificate of Occupancy (CO).
Ms. Enoch said she’s waiting to hear back from Mr.
Wright as to when he expects to take the third and final
certification exam and also whether there’s anyone with
an outstanding CO waiting to be signed.
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As reported earlier, the Town is also
looking to add an Alternate Inspector to the
department, someone who can fill in when the
regular building inspector is not available. Ms.
Enoch will be placing an ad to that effect in one of the
local papers. But Ms. Enoch also suggested that since
there’s a very limited pool of people qualified for the
position, the Town will be “networking” with other area
building departments “to let them know we're looking
for an alternate.”

Because of accessibility issues at Town Hall, the
Board has decided to hold this year’s Annual Town
Meeting at the Southern Berkshire Regional School
District’s Sheffield campus, where an auditorium
and two cafeterias available. Town voters at last year’s
Annual Town Meeting approved a bylaw allowing the
Town, at the discretion of the Board, to hold the annual
meeting in another town, providing it is adjacent to
New Marlborough.

As Chairman Michele Shalaby explained, while the
ground floor at Town Hall, where voting takes place
during an election, is reasonably accessible, the upstairs,
where Town Meetings are held, is problematic due to the
lack of an elevator or lift. She said the Board has actually
heard trom people who are not attending town meetings
because of the lack of accessibility. “This is of particular
concern,” she said, “because a person has to be there
in person to represent themselves; there’s no absentee
voting. So to me, the obvious place to hold the meeting
is the school campus in Shetfield,” she said. “They have
the room, the parking and it’s fully accessible,” noting
that Shetheld and Egremont both hold their annual
meetings there.

In fact, as was pointed out, Shetfield’s meeting is held
at the same time as New Marlborough’s. However, Ms.
Enoch said she’s already contacted the school district

“\Y Sachs Reisman, Inc. &
jewelry design & fabrication
appraisers & diamond brokers

buyers of gold, platinum,
& bulk silver

25 Maple Avenue ~ Sheffield, MA.
413-229-0050
www.sachsreisman.com

MAHAIWE
HIROPRACTIC
HEALTH
ERVICES

Dyr. Lawrence Bronstein
Dr. Nancy Bronstein

15 Mahaiwe Street
Great Barrington, MA 01230

(413) 528-2948
www.DrBronstein.com
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Shalaby called the meeting to order at 6:09 p.m. The
minutes of the January 2 meeting were approved as
amended.

Prompted by an earlier letter from Jane Burke, Town
Administrator Mari Enoch did research to determine
it all members of the Southern Berkshire Regional
School District’s School Committee must be designated
as Special Municipal Employees, who must complete
financial disclosure forms. The
designation, which the selectmen
approved by a two-to-one vote,
refers to the positions, not to

The Board of Selectmen will be
meeting on January g in joint session
with the Planning Board to

with the State Building Inspector to identify an alternate.

To allow the Umpachene Falls Road Bridge repair
project to proceed, the selectmen voted to accept a
five-year licensing agreement from the Massachusetts
Division of Fisheries and Wildlite for a parcel ot land
that abuts the repair zone. The agreement allows
temporary use of the land, including tree cutting for
bridge construction. Fisheries is intent on protecting the
park’s fishing areas and keeping
them open to the public while
work is being done.

With regard to the ongoing

individual  school committee discuss the marijuana bylaws, negotiations  with  Charter,
members. The New Marlborough as well as the possibility of Ms. Shalaby drafted a letter
designation covers committee establishing two property zones: to Charter confirming that its

members from all towns, not just
our OwWn representatives,

In related business, the select-
men approved an exemption for School Committee
representative Jane Burke, who disclosed that she would
benefit from a small grant to Flying Cloud Institute,
with which she is still associated. The $1,200 grant will
tund a multi-disciplinary arts program at Mount Everett.
Ms. Burke will be teaching the ceramics class.

Although conditional Local Building Inspector Owen
Wright has passed all certification exams necessary
to be named the Town Building Commissioner, Ms.
Enoch reported he cannot be officially appointed until
early February. The delay is due to the need for Mr.
Wright to be approved by the state licensing board,
which will not meet again until February 5. The vote
on his credentials, Ms. Enoch noted, is pro forma but
necessary.

This delay is problematic for the Town as the former
Building Inspector Tom Carmody resigned on December
31, and the Town does not now have an inspector
qualified to grant certificates of occupancy. The Town
will be advertising for a certihied Alternate Inspector. At
present, there are no properties/projects being held up
by the lack of an inspector. The Town is networking

village centers and rural agriculture.

Form 100 License application
had been reviewed and accepted.
No turther amendments were
requested. The selectmen voted that the letter should
be sent. In response to a public question, Mr. Yohalem
noted that declaring the application complete does not
mean the Town agrees to what has been proposed.

The selectmen then turned to the signing of an
application to the Berkshire Regional Planning
Commission for a 2019 District Local Technical
Assistance Program Grant. The grant will allow New
Marlborough, which is leading a partnership including
five other towns — Washington, Monterey, Stockbridge,
Great Barrington, and North Adams — to create or
update hazard mitigation plans. This will be done in
accordance with Federal Emergency Management
Administration (FEMA) guidelines.

While New Marlborough needs to update its mitigation
plans, one of the partner towns will be starting from
scratch. Some of the towns, Ms. Enoch reported, have
been much more affected by flooding attributed to
climate change than we have to date. The work on the
plans is to be completed by June, 2020.

In her Town Administrator update, Ms. Enoch
reported that, while the Lumbert Cross Road bridge will
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not be replaced this year, it was necessary earlier in the
day for some boring to take place. The drilling hit an
artesian well so the bridge will be closed until Thursday
morning, January 10.

In Board of Selectmen updates, Ms. Shalaby said she
had met with Finance Committee Chair Steve Klein,
and they had agreed it was time to begin budget talks for
the 2020 Fiscal Year. A joint meeting of the selectmen
and the Finance Committee was
proposed for January 24 at 7:00 p.m.
As the Board of Selectmen will not
be meeting on January 21, due to
the Martin Luther King holiday,
its meeting will be held the same
night at 6:00 p.m.

The selectmen approved a letter
that contained a vote of conhdence
tor Fire Department Chief Chuck
Loring.

The selectmen then took wup
approvals of two treasury warrants
(one for $18,000, the other for
$22,000), and business licenses that
ranged from carpentry and farming
to a general law practice.

During
period, Tom Stalker announced
that the Town’s Commission on

the comment

public

Disabilities had received a $5,500 improvement grant
through the Massachusetts Otfice on Disabilities.

Just prior to the meeting’s close, Lucinda Shmulsky
asked the selectmen to consider the content of a letter
she'd co-written dealing with possible by-laws for the
cannabis businesses that may potentially open in Town.
As her letter was not on the agenda, the selectmen could
not speak to the issues raised in the letter. Ms. Shalaby
did, however, read the letter out loud to those assembled.

The meeting concluded at 7:00 p.m.

Anne Sommers

DOWNING & LANE, LLP
ATTORNEYS AT LAw

17 MAHAIWE STREET, SuUITE 1
GREAT BARRINGTON, MA O1230

TEL: (413) 528-5040
Fax: (413) 528-5095

CoOuUuRTNEY S. LANE
COURTHEY @DDWN INMGLAMNE.COM

DEnNIS J. DOWNING
UEMNIE@DQWNINGLANEJ‘:QH

NEED HOME REPAIRS?

Applications are now being accepted
for the Housing Rehabilitation Program.
Up to $40,000 is available to income-
eligible New Marlborough homeouners
for critical home repairs through a
deferred payment forgivable loan.
Examples of eligible projects
are roof replacements, new
siding, correcting code violations,
replacing windows and doors, septic
systems, handicap accessibility, etc.
Funds are available on a
first come/first served basis.
Contact Rebecca Haight at Berkshire
Regional Planning Commission:

413-442-1521 x23 or
rhaight@berkshireplanning.org

January 14: With all three selectmen present, the
Board met with Will Sikula ot Berkshire Regional
Planning Commission (BRPC), which will be assisting
the Town in applying for a Community Development
Block Grant. This will be the second such grant the
Town has applied for in as many years. Last year, working
through BRPC, it successtully partnered with the
town of Cheshire on a $1 million
housing rehabilitation grant, with
the Town’s share coming to around
$200,000. This vyear the Town
will be partnering with Shefthield
and Otis on a $1.3 million grant
application.

Community Development Block
Grants, as previously reported, are
funded by the federal Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) but administered by the
states. They are generally awarded
for repairs to low- and middle-
income housing, but can also be
used for municipal infrastructure
work or to bring buildings into
compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA).

The  application, according
to Mr. Sikula, will cover two
separate activities for New Marlborough. One will be a
continuation of the housing rehab effort started under
the previous Community Development Grant, while
the other will fund a design project tor Town Hall
accessibility improvements, otherwise known in ADA
parlance as architectural barrier removals.

To get started, the Board reviewed and signed
two documents, the first being a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Town and BRPC, which
in effect states BRPC will prepare and submit the grant
application, and in return the Town agrees that BRPC
will administer the grant. For its efforts BRPC, according
to HUD guidelines, will be entitled to as much as 27
percent of the value of the grant, which could total
upwards of $350,000.

The Board also signed what is known as an Interlocal
Agreement, outlining the relationship between the three
towns under which Shethield would receive 40 percent of
the housing rehab funds, while New Marlborough and
Otis will split the remaining 60 percent, after netting
out BRPC’s administrative and project delivery fees.
The application is due March 1, with the grants awarded
in July.

In a much-anticipated development, the Board
approved signed documents finalizing the
Town’s agreement with broadband provider Charter

and
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It's Complicated, continued
na micro-business, and small-scale cultivator.

Lucinda Shmulsky, a resident of Hartsville, who had
earlier submitted a letter to the Board of Selectmen
urging them to focus on overseeing the crafting of
specific marijuana bylaws, expressed the concern that the
Planning Board’s desire to link the village zoning to the
development of cannabis bylaws might be seen by some
as a “bait and switch” tactic. In listening to the Planning
Board members, she thought that she was hearing a shift
in priority from the mandate of the moratorium vote last
May, a shift that she viewed as “disingenuous.” Planning
Board Chairman Tiso attempted to allay that concern,
echoing the thoughts of others on the Board as to the
good sense of building the cannabis bylaw with the
zoning bylaw as a framing structure.

Another topic that wasa thread throughout thismeeting
had to do with a District Local Technical Assistance
egrant (DLTA), for which the Planning Board needed
sign-off from the Board of Selectmen, and which would
give the Town professional assistance from the Berkshire
Regional Planning Commission on development of new
bylaws. The Planning Board’s approach in seeking the

illustration by Ann Getsinger

grant is to look for expertise in bylaws concerning housing
and growth, and incorporating language on cannabis
enterprises simultaneously. The Board of Selectmen did
sign off on the grant application.

As the meeting grew to a close, Mari Enoch asked
Peter Tiso how soon a draft bylaw on the more popular
businesses might be expected. Mr. Tiso was uncertain
about how soon that could happen — perhaps inside two
months — but he offered that the Planning Board would
make public its intentions with the bylaws quite quickly.
Dan Doern supported Mr. Tiso’s statement, saying, “it’s
a perfect storm of complexity, but it's doable. Make
your intentions public first, and that will give a better
perspective on any opt-out vote.” -

A correction to the article on the Planning Board meeting in
the January issue of the NM5VN: It was stated that Rebecca
Schreiber, a member of the Cannabis Ad Hoc Committee
who was present at this meeting, was in agreement with the
Planning Board’s goal to “consider the reintroduction of the
village zone, or overlay, initiative as an integral part of the
overall effort to arrive at a cannabis bylaw.” Mrs. Schreiber
does not subscribe to that position.
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Police Department (selected entries)

Dec.1 3:32 p.m.
Dec. 7 12:40 p.m.
5:32 p.m.
Dec. 8 11:44 a.m.
Dec. 9 9:24 am.

Dec. 12 6:45 am.

4:36 p.m.
Dec. 14 3:14 p.m.

Dec. 20 12:08 p.m.

A Canaan Valley Road resident re-
ports that a stray beagle has wandered
onto her property, then calls back a
quarter hour later to say that she has
located the owner.

The Department circulates a BOLO

(be on the lookout) request to sur-
rounding police departments for a ve-
hicle taken from a Clayton residence
without permission of the owner, by a
family member, violating a court order.

A Southfield resident alerts the

Department to threatening phone
calls he has received from a family
member.

A Clayton resident reports that an in-
truder entered her house, then drove
off toward Connecticut in a gray sedan.

A Clayton resident reports that his
vehicle has once again been taken
without his permission; at 11:33 a.m.
the Department puts out a county-
wide BOLO request; at 4:00 p.m., the
vehicle is returned to its owner; the
operator is charged with larceny of a
motor vehicle, operation after suspen-
sion, and larceny of power equipment.

A driver hits a deer on Mill River
Great Barrington Road near Downs

Road.
A driver hits a deer on Downs Road.
A Norfolk Road resident reports a bike,

last seen about a month ago, missing
from her basement, but calls again at

6:52 p.m. to report she has located the
bike.

A Clayton resident complains that a

SCOTT

acKENZIE

EXCAVATING

Email: excavatorscott@aol.com
(413) 528-2921 TEL (413) 528-3864 FAX
381 Adsit Crosby Road
New Marlborough, MA 01230

Dec. 21 8:50 a.m.

1:00 p.m.

Dec. 22 740 p.m.

Dec. 24 7:30 a.m.

Dec. 26 10:19 a.m.

10:30 p.m.

Dec. 27 12:29 p.m.

Dec. 30 4:36 p.m.
4:50 p.m.

9:19 p.m.

11:48 p.m.

Dec. 31 4:31 p.m.

neighbor has been cutting through her
fence so as to allow passage for his ve-
hicle; a visit reveals that the fence has
been repaired; involved party notified
of complaint and possible trespassing
charges.

National Grid is notified when a caller
reports a tree down and blocking traf-

fic on Brewer Hill Road.

Officer assists the driver of an over-
heated delivery truck stalled at the in
tersection of Hartsville Mill River and
Mill River Great Barrington Roads.

Verizon is notified of a tree on wires on
Route 57 near the Sandisfield town line.
An SUV hits a stop sign and rolls into
a ditch at the intersection of Corashire

and Hartsville New Marlborough
Roads.

A driver, whose vehicle has turned
over on New Marlborough Hill Road,
is issued a citation when it is discov-
ered he was operating without a license.
In a third such incident, the Depart
ment issues a BOLO after a Clayton
resident calls in the unauthorized use
of his vehicle by a family member.

A Norfolk Road resident asks an offi-

cer to investigate after receiving a
report from an exterminator at his
property that there was a large animal
wreaking havoc inside his house.

Officer investigates multiple gunshots
heard near Thousand Acre Swamp.

Hikers at York Lake advised that the

park closes at dusk.

Residents on Mill River Great Bar-
rington Road report that their Tibetan
terrier has gone missing, but at 1:34 p.m.
the following day, they report that the
dog has come home.

Alerted to a “suspicious” white box
truck parked at the south end of the
mile-long cornfield in Clayton, the de-
partment determines that the vehicle
belongs to the farm leasing the field.

[nvestigating a call from a Norfolk
Road resident, an officer determines
that a truck parked on an adjoining
property belongs to a hunter who has
the neighbor’s permission.

Graham Frank, Chief of Police



























